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Criminal Justice Committee 
 

6th Meeting, 2024 (Session 6), Tuesday 6 February 
2024 
 

Victims, Witnesses, and Justice Reform 
(Scotland) Bill 
 

Note by the clerk 
 
Background 
 
1. The Committee is taking evidence on the Victims, Witnesses, and Justice Reform 

(Scotland) Bill at Stage 1 of the Parliament’s legislative process. 
 

2. The Bill proposes changes to the law to try to improve the experience of victims and 
witnesses in the justice system. The Bill also proposes changes to the criminal justice 
system to try to improve the fairness, clarity and transparency of the framework within 
which decisions in criminal cases are made. 

 
3. In general, the Committee is adopting a phased approach to its consideration of the 

Bill, to divide the Bill into more manageable segments for the purposes of Stage 1. 
 

Topics to be covered 
 

4. At today’s meeting, the Committee will begin taking evidence as part of the third phase 
of its scrutiny. This will cover certain provisions in Part 6 of the Bill, specifically the 
proposal for a pilot of judge-only trials for certain types of rape case— 
 

 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/victims-witnesses-and-justice-reform-scotland-bill/introduced
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/victims-witnesses-and-justice-reform-scotland-bill/introduced
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/about-bills/how-a-bill-becomes-an-act
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/victims-witnesses-and-justice-reform-scotland-bill/stage-1
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5. The Committee’s scrutiny of the Bill will conclude on Wednesday 7 February when we 
will hear from the Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs, Angela Constance 
MSP. Further details of the Committee’s phased approach can be found online.  
 
Today’s evidence on the Bill 
 

6. At today’s meeting, the Committee will take evidence from Simon Brown, Vice-
President, Scottish Solicitors Bar Association (SSBA). The SSBA previously gave 
written1 and oral evidence to the Committee on Parts 1 to 4 of the Bill on 13 December 
2023. 

 
7. The following submissions have been provided to the Committee, the relevant extracts 

of which (covering Part 6 of the Bill) are reproduced at the Annex— 
 
• Scottish Criminal Bar Association 

 
Further reading 

 
8. A SPICe briefing on the Bill can be found online. And the responses to the Committee’s 

call for views on the Bill can be found online. 
 

9. A SPICe analysis of the call for views, covering Parts 5 and 6, was circulated with the 
committee papers for the meeting on 10 January. 

 
Previous evidence sessions 

 
10. At previous meetings the Committee has taken evidence from a range of witnesses on 

the Bill. The Official Reports of these meetings can be found online. 
 

Clerks to the Committee 
February 2024 

 
1 Criminal Justice Committee meeting papers 13 December 2023, SSBA submissions pages 10 – 12): 7276 
(parliament.scot) 

https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/victims-witnesses-and-justice-reform-scotland-bill/stage-1
https://www.parliament.scot/api/sitecore/CustomMedia/OfficialReport?meetingId=15616
https://yourviews.parliament.scot/justice/victims-witnesses-justice-reform-bill/consultation/view_respondent?sort=submitted&order=descending&uuId=973271972
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings/Report/2023/6/14/b4b091c9-cd03-45a7-b3bd-25eeb2a1f418-1
https://yourviews.parliament.scot/justice/victims-witnesses-justice-reform-bill/consultation/published_select_respondent
https://www.parliament.scot/%7E/media/committ/7364
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6-criminal-justice-committee
https://www.parliament.scot/%7E/media/committ/7276
https://www.parliament.scot/%7E/media/committ/7276
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ANNEX 
 
 

Extract from Submission from Scottish Solicitors Bar Association 
 

 

https://yourviews.parliament.scot/justice/victims-witnesses-justice-reform-bill/consultation/view_respondent?sort=submitted&order=descending&uuId=973271972
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