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CVDR/S6/22/19/1 

 
COVID-19 Recovery Committee 
 
19th Meeting, 2022 (Session 6), Thursday 
8 September 2022 
 
Pre-budget scrutiny: COVID-19 strategic 
framework 
 
Introduction 
 
1. The Scottish Government is expected to publish its budget for 2023-24 in 
December 2022. In advance of this, the Committee is undertaking pre-budget 
scrutiny with the aim of influencing the Scottish Government’s priorities for its 
forthcoming budget. 
 
2. The Committee considered its approach to its pre-budget scrutiny at its 
meeting on 30 June 2022. It agreed to focus on how the Scottish Government 
plans to fund its COVID Recovery Strategy and the ongoing costs associated 
with the pandemic, as set out in the COVID-19 Strategic Framework. The latter 
includes policy measures such as the booster vaccination programme, provision 
of procured personal protective equipment (PPE), surveillance and work on future 
pandemic preparedness. 
 
3. At this meeting, the Committee will focus on what budget support public 
agencies require to manage the ongoing COVID response, as set out in the 
Strategic Framework. The Committee will take evidence from the following 
witnesses— 
 

• Richard Robinson, Senior Manager of Public Finances, Audit Scotland  

• Mary Morgan, Chief Executive, and Carolyn Low, Director of Finance, National 
Services Scotland 

• Nick Phin, Director of Public Health Science, Public Health Scotland  

• Dr Graham Foster, Director of Public Health, NHS Forth Valley and Chair, 
Scottish Directors of Public Health  

 

Background 
 
4. In advance of the publication of its budget, the Scottish Government 
produced a series of fiscal documents in May 2022, some of which are relevant 
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to the Committee’s pre-budget scrutiny namely— 
 

• Resource Spending Review 

• Medium-Term Financial Strategy 

• Equality and Fairer Scotland Statement 
 
5. This evidence session will focus on what budget support public agencies 
require to manage the ongoing COVID response, as set out in the Strategic 
Framework. The COVID-19 Strategic Framework was most recently updated in 
February 2022. It states that it “takes stock of where we are in the pandemic and 
sets out our actions to respond to COVID-19 and its associated harms, and our 
approach to managing it effectively but also sustainably for as long as 
necessary.” 
 

Written evidence 
 

6. The Committee issued a call for views, which will close on 9 September 
2022.The Committee asked the following questions in relation to the Strategic 
Framework— 

 

• To what extent is the Strategic Framework reflected in the Resource Spending 
Review and the Medium-Term Financial Strategy (MTFS)? 
 

• What should be prioritised for funding in the Scottish Government’s COVID-19 
Strategic Framework? 

 

• What level of funding should the Scottish Government be allocating to future 
pandemic preparedness and long-term resilience? 
 

• Any other comments. 
 

7. The Committee has received the following written submissions from the following 
witnesses, which are included in the annexe: 

  

• National Services Scotland 
 

Next steps 

8. The Committee will continue to take evidence on its pre-budget scrutiny at 
its meetings on 15, 22 and 29 September 2022.  
 
Committee Clerks 
September 2022 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/investing-scotlands-future-resource-spending-review/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-fiscal-outlook-scottish-governments-medium-term-financial-strategy-2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/resource-spending-review-equality-fairer-scotland-statement/pages/2/#:~:text=What%20is%20the%20Equality%20and,arising%20from%20the%20spending%20review.
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2022/02/coronavirus-covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework-update-february-2022/documents/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework-update-february-2022/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework-update-february-2022/govscot%3Adocument/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework-update-february-2022.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6-covid19-recovery-committee/business-items/pre-budget-scrutiny


3 
 

ANNEXE 
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