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Scottish Parliament 

Delegated Powers and Law 
Reform Committee 

Tuesday 25 August 2020 

[The Convener opened the meeting at 12:00] 

Interests 

The Convener (Bill Bowman): Good afternoon. 
I welcome everyone to the 25th meeting in 2020 of 
the Delegated Powers and Law Reform 
Committee. We have apologies from two of our 
members—Mary Fee and Gil Paterson. 

Our first item of business is a declaration of 
interests. In accordance with section 3 of the 
“Code of Conduct for Members of the Scottish 
Parliament”, I invite Michelle Ballantyne to declare 
any interests that are relevant to the committee’s 
remit. 

Michelle Ballantyne (South Scotland) (Con): 
Thank you, convener. I declare that I have a large 
shareholding in a private company. I am also the 
managing trustee of a private estate that was left 
for the benefit of the people. I refer everyone to my 
entry in the register of members’ interests. 

The Convener: Thank you. I welcome you to 
the committee and hope that you get as much out 
of your membership of the committee as I know 
that other members have done during their time on 
it. 

I know that some people might consider 
delegated powers to be niche, but the Delegated 
Powers and Law Reform Committee is central to 
the work of the Parliament and to ensuring that the 
legislation that is passed here is fit for purpose. 

On that note, I thank Gordon Lindhurst for his 
time with the committee, and I wish him well in his 
new role. In particular, Gordon was a great help as 
the committee worked through the primary and 
secondary legislation that was introduced in 
response to the pandemic. Indeed, I thank all 
members of the committee for seeking to ensure 
that, despite the urgency of some of the 
coronavirus legislation, the Parliament’s scrutiny 
has not been diminished. That is hugely 
appreciated. 

Decision on Taking Business in 
Private 

12:01 

The Convener: Under agenda item 2, it is 
proposed that the committee takes items 6 to 10 in 
private, as those items involve consideration of 
reports that will be published when they have been 
agreed. Does the committee agree to do so? 

Members indicated agreement.  
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Instrument subject to Made 
Affirmative Procedure 

Health Protection (Coronavirus) 
(International Travel) (Scotland) 

Amendment (No 9) Regulations 2020 
(SSI 2020/242) 

12:01 

The Convener: Agenda item 3 is consideration 
of an instrument that is subject to the made 
affirmative procedure, on which no points have 
been raised. Is the committee content with the 
instrument? 

Members indicated agreement.  

Instrument subject to Negative 
Procedure 

Representation of the People (Absent 
Voting at Local Government Elections) 
(Amendment) (Coronavirus) (Scotland) 

Regulations 2020 (SSI 2020/240)  

12:02 

The Convener: Agenda item 4 is consideration 
of a negative instrument, on which no points have 
been raised. Is the committee content with the 
instrument? 

Members indicated agreement.  

Instrument not subject to 
Parliamentary Procedure 

Children’s Hearings (Scotland) Act 2011 
(Commencement No 10) Order 2020 

(SSI 2020/243 (C 19))  

12:02 

The Convener: Agenda item 5 is consideration 
of an instrument that is not subject to 
parliamentary procedure and on which no points 
have been raised. Is the committee content with 
the instrument? 

Members indicated agreement.  

12:02 

Meeting continued in private. 
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