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Appointment of Office Bearers

Sheila Duffy took over chairing the meeting for the purposes of electing Co-
Conveners of the Group. For the purposes of re-registering the Group, Sheila Duffy
proposed Foysol Choudhury MSP as Convener and Brian Whittle MSP as Co-
Convener of the Group. Joe FitzPatrick MSP proposed Emma Harper MSP as Co-
Convener, with her permission.

No other proposals were made. Foysol Choudhury MSP, Brian Whittle MSP and
Emma Harper MSP were accepted by the Group as Co-Conveners.

Appointment of Secretariat

Foysol Choudhury MSP took over chairing the meeting for the purposes of electing
the Secretariat of the Group. Joe Fitzpatrick MSP proposed Alison Douglas of
Alcohol Focus Scotland and Sheila Duffy of ASH Scotland as co-secretariat. This was
seconded by Jonathan Sher and supported by the Group.

Purpose of the CPG, name and relevance in this Parliament

A minor change to the purpose of the Group was proposed, to add the word
‘primarily’ to allow other relevant issues to be brought in, while keeping the focus
on the three areas of alcohol, tobacco and unhealthy food.

A minor change to the name of the Group was proposed, to remove ‘2021 and
beyond’.

Both changes were agreed by the Group.

CPG Membership and conflict of interest

Alison Douglas explained that the when the Group was constituted during the
previous Parliament, discussion took place on managing conflicts of interest. The
focus of the Group was on how to prevent and reduce harm and improve the
evidence base around effective interventions. It was felt that in order to facilitate
open discussion and debate that membership of the Group should be restricted to
those who share those priorities and to people and organisations who accept the
evidence base and do not seek to undermine it in any way. That meant that
companies and their vested interests would be excluded from membership
although that would not preclude them being invited when the Group felt it was
helpful in informing discussion. Alison asked if the Group was happy to continue on
this basis, which meant completing a conflict of interest declaration on an annual
basis.

Sheila noted this does not apply to MSP members, who have their register of
interests.

The Group agreed to continue its membership and conflict of interest policy.




David McColgan provided a summary of the NCD report for the MSPs who had
joined the meeting.

Brian Whittle MSP supported what David has said, and the need to look for drivers
for healthier outcomes. Those affected by NCDs will often have a lack of physical
activity within their lives and it was important to look at what would drive people
to have an active lifestyle. Sport was a driver of better physical health, with those
taking part more cognisant of what they eat and drink, and of their own health
more generally. Other drivers of good health include music, art and drama. He
believed that price was only one factor.

Alison Douglas noted the enthusiasm and broad support for the Group, even with
a lighter agenda for this meeting. She thanked members for their continued
interest and engagement, and thanked MSPs for their participation

Brian Whittle MSP would like to understand what outcomes the Group aimed to
achieve, and how to put pressure on the Government given the knowledge
contained within the Group. From each meeting, we should be asking what steps
should be taken next. It was a very active CPG in the last Parliament, which is why
he was keen to be involved again.

Foysol Choudhury MSP agreed and reconfirmed his support for the group.

The Convener thanked everyone for coming and closed the meeting.



