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26 January 2026 

Finlay Carson MSP  
Rural Affairs and Islands Committee 
c/o Clerk to the Committee  
The Scottish Parliament  
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Salmon farming in Scotland 

Dear Mr Carson, 

As you will be aware, wild Atlantic salmon are in crisis. They are classified as ‘Endangered’ and 
‘decreasing’ in Great Britain as a result of a 30-50% decline in populations since 2006. The 
Atlantic Salmon Trust works to reduce the pressures that affect wild Atlantic salmon and the 
environment they depend on. One of these pressures is open pen salmon farming. 

We have been following the Committee’s work on ‘Salmon farming in Scotland’ very closely. We 
are pleased that the Committee will hold additional evidence sessions and hope that you will 
consider both the pausing of the sea lice regulatory framework and the apparent lack of progress 
on introducing penalties for escapes.  

The Atlantic Salmon Trust Position Statement on Open Pen Salmon Farming (December 2025, 
also attached), reviews the evidence and impact that this sector has on the endangered wild 
Atlantic salmon. In light of this evidence, we ask the Rural Affairs and Islands Committee to 
support a moratorium on the expansion of open pen salmon farming in Scotland. This would 
send a powerful message to the government and industry that ‘the status quo is (still) not an 
option’.  

The Atlantic Salmon Trust’s position on open pen salmon farming is: 

1. We remain opposed to open pen salmon farming due to its negative impact on wild
salmon and sea trout.

2. We call for a moratorium on the expansion of open pen salmon farming in Scotland.
3. We advocate for a transition to zero emission production methods.



In addition to our request to the Committee, we ask the Scottish Government to: 

• enforce strong regulation for sea lice, escapes and disease from salmon farms
immediately.

• adopt a moratorium on the expansion of open pen salmon farming.

• transition to zero emission production – no lice emission, no escapes and no disease
transfer (such as closed containment).

The wild Atlantic salmon crisis demands bold action. We look forward to the Committee’s 
further consideration and are happy to answer questions or help in any way we can. 

Yours sincerely 

Dr Wendy Kenyon 
Environmental Lead 
Atlantic Salmon Trust 










