Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government >v< Scottish Government
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F/T: 0300 244 4000
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot

Kenneth Gibson MSP

Convener

Finance and Public Administration Committee
The Scottish Parliament

Edinburgh

EH99 1SP

By email: FPA.committee@parliament.scot

2 December 2025

Dear Kenneth,

Scottish Budget 2026-27 — Committee Conveners’ Debate

Thank you for your letter of 6 November, confirming that the Finance and Public Administration
Committee is content with the key dates proposed in the 2026-27 Scottish Budget Bill
timetable. | appreciate the Committee’s constructive approach in scheduling scrutiny activities
within a compressed timeframe.

Following engagement between yourself and the Minister for Parliamentary Business and
Veterans, we have now identified Wednesday 21 January 2026 for the Committee Conveners’
debate to take place. | would welcome confirmation that the Committee is satisfied with this
timing.

As you know the Budget Bill timetable is subject to agreement with Parliament and securing
agreement from the Law Officers and the Secretary of State for Scotland to expedite their post-
Stage 3 consideration of the Bill.

| look forward to further engagement with the Committee as the Government sets out its
2026-27 Budget.

Yours sincerely,

SHONA ROBISON

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are
covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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