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As a charity, we are constantly being expected to justify why neurodivergent children

deserve the same opportunities as neurotypical children.
So often, people ask us guestions such as:
¢ “Why is diagnosis for neurodivergent children important™?
+ “Why is it important to make reasonable adjustments for neurodivergent children?

*  “Why is it important that teachers are trained in neurodivergence and neuro-affirming

practice?"
Instead, they should be asking public authorities and service-providers questions such as:

¢ “Why do you exclude neurodivergent children from accessing their right to

healthcare?”
¢ “Why do you exclude neurodivergent children from accessing their right to education?”

¢  “Why do you exclude neurodivergent children from the protections in the Equality Act
20107?"

We urge the Committee to highlight that more accountability is needed, and that those
involved in developing change should not include professionals or organisations who

are complicit in denying neurodivergent children the rights that they deserve.

We hope that the Committee can produce a report which draws a line under the
practice of asking neurodivergent people and their families to justify why they deserve

better, and instead asks public authorities to justify why they are not doing better.
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