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2 April 2025

Dear Clare,
INDEPENDENT REVIEW OF CREATIVE SCOTLAND

As | shared in my previous letter of 4 March 2025, unfortunately Dame Sue Bruce has had to
withdraw from leading the Review of Creative Scotland on health grounds.

The process for appointing a successor to chair the Review of Creative Scotland has now
concluded and | am delighted to report that Angela Leitch CBE has agreed to lead the
Review. Angela brings a wealth of public sector experience having worked at senior level in
local authorities for over two decades and served as Chief Executive for Public Health
Scotland for four years. | am also pleased to confirm that the Chair will be supported by
Stuart Currie who has agreed to act as Vice Chair. Stuart brings a wide range of skills and
knowledge in both local government and the public sector.

| know the Committee shares my view that the Review will be immensely valuable work and
should be completed without undue delay. Unfortunately Dame Sue’s withdrawal means that
the timescale for completion will be longer than originally anticipated. | am sure you will
agree that whilst the delay is unfortunate it is important that the Chair has time to undertake
an evidence led Review of Creative Scotland. | have therefore asked asked the Chair to
provide the Scottish Ministers with recommendations and a written report in November. | can
also confirm that good progress is being made with consideration of the responses to the
sector wide survey which took place earlier this year and the analysis of the consultation
responses will be published later this Spring.

The key objectives of the Review will be to:
i.  consider Creative Scotland’s functions and remit, as set out in the Public Services
Reform (Scotland) Act 2010, to ensure they continue to be relevant for the culture
sector and meet Ministers’ aspirations;
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ii. evaluate how Creative Scotland delivers its functions including appropriateness of
existing governance arrangements; and

iii.  maximise the impact of the funding Creative Scotland provide to the culture sector by
ensuring Creative Scotland use and distribute funding appropriately and effectively.

| appreciate the Committee's continued interest and involvement in the work to date and |
would like to thank you for your patience whilst the appointment process has been
underway. | know that the Chair will be keen to meet with you to discuss the final remit of the
Review. The Secretariat of the Creative Scotland Review would be happy to help in
arranging a meeting and can be contacted at creativescotlandreview@gov.scot

M ™

ANGUS ROBERTSON
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