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The Scottish Parliament
Parlamaid na h-Alba

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
Parliamentary Year 3, No. 51, Session 6
Meeting of the Parliament
Thursday 23 November 2023
Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time.
The meeting opened at 11.40 am.

1. General Questions: Questions were answered by Cabinet Secretaries and
Ministers.

2. First Minister’s Questions: Questions were answered by the First Minister
(Humza Yousaf).

3. Keeping the Promise Oversight Board Report: The Parliament debated
S6M-11227 in the name of Martin Whitfield—That the Parliament notes that on 16
March 2021 the Scottish Parliament committed to delivering what it considers a
‘revolution in children’s rights”, by unanimously passing the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child (Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill; acknowledges
The Promise Oversight Board Report Two, which was published in June 2023; notes
that the report examines three thematic areas, including education, brothers and
sisters and homelessness; further notes the Oversight Board’s concern that Keeping
the Promise is not being fully considered and implemented across all relevant policy
areas; notes the findings of the report, which highlight the challenging financial
landscape facing local authorities and the fears that resources focus more on
supporting existing services, rather than upscaling to meet the aims of The Promise;
further notes the request in the report for greater evidence that funding is not being
used to simply mitigate cuts, and for a strategic investment plan to deliver the
required change so that at least 5% of all community-based health and social care
spend will be on preventative whole-family support measures by 2030; notes the
view that all care experienced children and young people must have a range of
individual in-school relationships that they can trust and rely on, with school staff



being trauma-informed and using nurture practices, and school moves avoided,;
further notes the view, according to the report, that there must be more data
transparency on informal exclusions, as well as on the use of limited timetables and
attendance data specifically for care experienced young people, and that reduced
timetables must be reviewed regularly and must not become another form of
exclusion, with care experienced young people being supported in attending and
attaining all subjects, at all levels; notes the belief that, where living with their family
is not possible, children must stay with their brothers and sisters, where it is safe to
do so, so that they belong to a loving home; understands that care experienced
people have more than double the chance of experiencing homelessness, usually
before their 30th birthday; notes the view that more must be done so that there are
housing pathways for care experienced young people, including restarting the
prevention pathway for care leavers; further notes that, according to the report, “care
experienced” is not defined in statute and that this is expected to be rectified in the
Scottish Government’s forthcoming The Promise Bill; notes the view that it is
important to recognise all types of care experience and to understand what it means
for the individual person and their family so that their experiences are not
discounted, and further notes the belief that Keeping the Promise is non-negotiable
and that any delay would not keep the promise made to children, families and the
care experienced community, including in the South Scotland region.

4. Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body Questions: Questions were
answered by members of the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body.

5. Portfolio Questions: Questions on Portfolio: Transport, Net Zero and Just
Transition were answered by Ministers.

6. Urgent Question: An urgent question, to ask the Scottish Government what
steps it is taking to support those affected by the decision of Petroineos to close its
refinery, was answered by the Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work
and Energy (Neil Gray).

7. Disabled Children and Young People (Transitions to Adulthood)
(Scotland) Bill: Pam Duncan-Glancy moved S6M-11381—That the Parliament
agrees to the general principles of the Disabled Children and Young People
(Transitions to Adulthood) (Scotland) Bill.

The motion was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 19, Against 90, Abstentions 0).

8. Stage 2 Extension: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (George Adam),
on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-11416—That the Parliament
agrees that consideration of the Children (Care and Justice) (Scotland) Bill at stage 2
be extended to 9 February 2024.

The motion was disagreed to.

9. Decision Time: The Parliament took a decision on item 7 as noted above.

The meeting closed at 5.08 pm.



David McGill
Clerk of the Parliament
23 November 2023



Appendix
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes)

Other Documents

The following documents were laid before the Parliament on 23 November 2023 and
are not subject to parliamentary procedure—

British Film Institute Annual Report and Financial Statements 2021-22
(S5G/2023/14) laid under Section 88 of the Scotland Act 1998

Mental Welfare Commission for Scotland Annual Report and Accounts for year
ended 31 March 2023 (SG/2023/270) laid under Section 22(5) of the Public Finance
and Accountability (Scotland) Act 2000

NHS National Services Scotland Annual Report and Accounts For the year to
31 March 2023 (SG/2023/225) laid under Section 22(5) of the Public Finance and
Accountability (Scotland) Act 2000

Public Health Scotland Annual Report & Accounts for the Year to 31 March
2023 (SG/2023/226) laid under Section 22(5) of the Public Finance and
Accountability (Scotland) Act 2000

The State Hospitals Board for Scotland Annual Report and Accounts for the
year ended 31 March 2023 (SG/2023/227) laid under Section 22(5) of the Public
Finance and Accountability (Scotland) Act 2000
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