
 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 4, No. 104, Session 6 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Wednesday 30 April 2025  
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 2.00 pm. 
 
1. Portfolio Questions: Questions on Deputy First Minister Responsibilities, 
Economy and Gaelic, and Finance and Local Government were answered by 
Cabinet Secretaries and Ministers. 
 
2. Ministerial Statement: The Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Economy and Gaelic (Kate Forbes) made a statement and answered questions on 
The Cessation of Refining at Grangemouth. 
 
3. Ending the “War” Against Scotland’s Motorists: Sue Webber moved S6M-
17362—That the Parliament calls on the Scottish Government to take greater action 
to support Scotland’s motorists and to cease implementing punitive measures 
against road users, which have been described as a war on Scotland’s motorists; 
recognises the importance of motorists to the Scottish economy and connectivity; 
acknowledges that the Scottish Government has abandoned its plans to reduce car 
use by 20% by 2030 and welcomes the recent Audit Scotland report that states that 
the Scottish Ministers had “no costed delivery plan or measurable milestones” to 
achieve this target; calls on the Scottish Ministers to focus on incentives, rather than 
penalties, to encourage motorists to change their behaviour as part of an affordable 
transition; notes that the implementation of low emission zones has hindered 
businesses and motorists in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen and Dundee, and calls 
on ministers to review the effectiveness of low emission zones before any new zones 
are proposed, or the current ones are expanded, and to reconsider the punitive fines; 
recognises that road users in Aberdeen have been hindered by the introduction of 
bus gates, and that motorists across Scotland have been restricted by the expansion 



 

 

of parking charges; urges the Scottish Ministers not to introduce 50 mph speed limits 
on national speed limit single carriageway roads; recognises that resurfacing, rather 
than refilling, is the best solution to tackle Scotland’s pothole problem; urges 
ministers to work more effectively with the Scottish Road Works Commissioner, local 
authority road works coordinators and utility companies to encourage less inactivity 
on road work sites and to incentivise finishing works ahead of time; calls for greater 
action to futureproof Scotland’s EV charger network, and further calls on the Scottish 
Government to recognise the vital role that motorists play in Scotland. 
 
The Minister for Agriculture and Connectivity (Jim Fairlie) moved amendment S6M-
17362.4— 
 

As an amendment to motion S6M-17362 in the name of Sue Webber (Ending 
the “War” Against Scotland’s Motorists), leave out from first “calls” to end and 
insert “believes that language used out of context to maximise political traction 
and which fails to consider the sensitivities of such language is reckless, given 
wider global considerations; further believes that demonising car users is 
unhelpful to rural communities in particular, which, as a result of a deregulated 
bus market, often have no alternative to using a car; acknowledges, however, 
that Scotland needs to reduce carbon emissions from transport, especially from 
car use; welcomes that Scotland has reached its target of 6,000 public EV 
charge points two years early through a combination of Scottish Government 
funding, delivery by local authorities and private sector investment, with 
approximately 24,000 to be delivered by 2030 through continued Scottish 
Government funding and increasing private sector investment; recognises that 
supporting EV car use contributes to Scotland’s connectivity, and further 
recognises the value that connectivity has in helping to support the economy, 
education, social mobility and leisure across Scotland; notes that connectivity is 
being enhanced by free bus travel for over two million people in Scotland, 
which provides alternatives to car usage for those that can make the switch; 
respects the responsibilities of local authorities for local road provision and 
maintenance, and some local bus services, and that they will be able to have 
more control through transport legislation, which puts more power into the 
hands of local transport authorities; is concerned at the ongoing impact of UK 
Conservative administrations’ deregulation of bus services in the 1980s and 
1990s; recognises the need for safe, clean and, importantly, reliable punctual 
bus services, which can be improved through bus infrastructure, and that 
improvements can be made in public health by creating low emission zones, as 
has been done in over 40 areas across Europe, but does have concerns that 
the punctuality of bus services can be hampered by road works; welcomes the 
Scottish Government’s approach through engaging collaboratively with the 
Scottish Road Works Commissioner, who oversees road works, with roads 
authorities, which have responsibility for coordination of works, and with the 
road works industry, which is responsible for duration and quality of works, to 
find reasonable solutions to help in this area; agrees that further investigation is 
needed of the role that those undertaking the works play in the quality of road 
surfaces after works have been completed; further agrees to await the results 
of the National Speed Management Review consultation, noting that an 
estimated 10mph reduction in the national speed limit on single carriageway 
roads can reduce deaths by 23% and serious casualties by 18%, and that there 



 

 

is a need to make Scotland’s roads safer to cut the number of people being 
injured and killed on the roads, and welcomes the roll-out of 20mph limits 
across all local authorities on roads determined by them.” 
 

Claire Baker moved amendment S6M-17362.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S6M-17362 in the name of Sue Webber (Ending 
the “War” Against Scotland’s Motorists), leave out from first “calls” to end and 
insert “highlights the Scottish Government’s dropping of the target of a 20% 
reduction in car use by 2030 and the recent Audit Scotland report, which states 
that the Scottish Ministers had ‘no costed delivery plan or measurable 
milestones’ to achieve this target; recognises that, while car ownership has 
increased, many households, including a greater proportion of those on lower 
incomes, do not have access to a car; further recognises that a failure to 
reduce transport emissions will have a detrimental effect on the climate and on 
people’s health; acknowledges that a reduction in car use is only realistic and 
inclusive if there is a viable alternative option, and calls on the Scottish 
Government to scrap peak rail fares as a first step to making public transport 
more affordable and accessible to all.” 

 
After debate, amendment 17362.4 was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 64 (including 
2 proxy votes), Against 52, Abstentions 0). As a result, amendment S6M-17362.1 
was pre-empted. 
 
The motion, as amended, was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 79 (including 2 proxy 
votes), Against 37, Abstentions 0).  
 
Accordingly, the Parliament resolved— 
 
That the Parliament believes that language used out of context to maximise political 
traction and which fails to consider the sensitivities of such language is reckless, 
given wider global considerations; further believes that demonising car users is 
unhelpful to rural communities in particular, which, as a result of a deregulated bus 
market, often have no alternative to using a car; acknowledges, however, that 
Scotland needs to reduce carbon emissions from transport, especially from car use; 
welcomes that Scotland has reached its target of 6,000 public EV charge points two 
years early through a combination of Scottish Government funding, delivery by local 
authorities and private sector investment, with approximately 24,000 to be delivered 
by 2030 through continued Scottish Government funding and increasing private 
sector investment; recognises that supporting EV car use contributes to Scotland’s 
connectivity, and further recognises the value that connectivity has in helping to 
support the economy, education, social mobility and leisure across Scotland; notes 
that connectivity is being enhanced by free bus travel for over two million people in 
Scotland, which provides alternatives to car usage for those that can make the 
switch; respects the responsibilities of local authorities for local road provision and 
maintenance, and some local bus services, and that they will be able to have more 
control through transport legislation, which puts more power into the hands of local 
transport authorities; is concerned at the ongoing impact of UK Conservative 
administrations’ deregulation of bus services in the 1980s and 1990s; recognises the 
need for safe, clean and, importantly, reliable punctual bus services, which can be 



 

 

improved through bus infrastructure, and that improvements can be made in public 
health by creating low emission zones, as has been done in over 40 areas across 
Europe, but does have concerns that the punctuality of bus services can be 
hampered by road works; welcomes the Scottish Government’s approach through 
engaging collaboratively with the Scottish Road Works Commissioner, who oversees 
road works, with roads authorities, which have responsibility for coordination of 
works, and with the road works industry, which is responsible for duration and quality 
of works, to find reasonable solutions to help in this area; agrees that further 
investigation is needed of the role that those undertaking the works play in the 
quality of road surfaces after works have been completed; further agrees to await the 
results of the National Speed Management Review consultation, noting that an 
estimated 10mph reduction in the national speed limit on single carriageway roads 
can reduce deaths by 23% and serious casualties by 18%, and that there is a need 
to make Scotland’s roads safer to cut the number of people being injured and killed 
on the roads, and welcomes the roll-out of 20mph limits across all local authorities 
on roads determined by them. 
 
4. Protecting Scotland’s Fishing Industry: Tim Eagle moved S6M-17360—
That the Parliament expresses its deep concern at reports that the UK Labour 
administration may agree a deal with the EU that enhances access for EU fishing 
vessels to UK waters; understands that the reported deal could result in a multi-year 
access guarantee as opposed to annual negotiations between the UK and the EU; 
believes that Scotland’s domestic fishing industry is a significant contributor to the 
economy and that every effort should be made to support it during trade 
negotiations; notes that the existing fisheries deal between the EU and the UK is not 
perfect, but that it took the sector out of the Common Fisheries Policy; acknowledges 
that the UK Labour administration’s potential new deal would turn a good opportunity 
to build on this foundation into a missed opportunity that represents a backwards 
step for the sector as bad as the Common Fisheries Policy; calls on the Scottish 
Government to drop its support for the Common Fisheries Policy and do all that it 
can to ensure that the UK Labour administration does not sell out the Scottish fishing 
industry as part of its talks with the EU, and believes that there should be an annual 
debate on fisheries to highlight its importance to Scotland’s economy. 
 
The Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, Land Reform and Islands (Mairi Gougeon) 
moved amendment S6M-17360.3— 
 

As an amendment to motion S6M-17360 in the name of Tim Eagle (Protecting 
Scotland’s Fishing Industry), leave out from first “with the EU” to second “with 
the EU” and insert “on fishing with the EU that enhances access for EU fishing 
vessels to UK waters without consulting the Scottish Government, despite the 
fishing industry being of comparatively greater importance to the Scottish 
economy than to the UK economy as a whole; understands that the reported 
deal could result in a multi-year access guarantee as opposed to annual 
negotiations between the UK and the EU; notes the need for an agreement 
that delivers improvements for Scotland’s fishing communities, including 
access to the single market for fish and seafood and long-term stability for 
fishing businesses; further notes the poor record of successive UK 
Conservative and Labour administrations in delivering for Scotland’s coastal 
communities; calls on the UK Government to engage with fishing stakeholders 



 

 

and the Scottish Government to ensure that Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement renegotiations reflect the needs and priorities of the Scottish 
fishing industry; further calls on the UK Government to provide multi-annual 
funding that keeps pace with the equivalent EU funding that Scotland would 
have received as a member state, and that all marine funding be devolved; 
recognises the significant economic harm created by Brexit in reducing trade 
and access to labour for fishing businesses”. 

 
After debate, the amendment was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 65 (including 2 
proxy votes), Against 45, Abstentions 6). 

 
Rhoda Grant moved amendment S6M-17360.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S6M-17360 in the name of Tim Eagle (Protecting 
Scotland’s Fishing Industry), leave out from “expresses” to end and insert 
“recognises that the upcoming UK-EU Summit will cover a range of issues as 
all sides look to build a stable and positive relationship that aligns with the 
national interest; notes that no agreements have been reached and therefore 
speculation is not helpful; further notes that the UK Government has stated 
that there is no link between fish and defence and that it would be wrong to 
suggest otherwise; acknowledges that the UK Labour administration has 
always been clear that it will protect the interests of UK fisheries; believes that 
the UK has long been a leader in the defence and security of the European 
continent and should stand ready to negotiate a security and defence 
partnership agreement with the EU; further believes that Scotland’s domestic 
fishing industry is a significant contributor to the economy, particularly in many 
of the island and rural communities, and must, therefore, be protected, and 
calls on the Scottish Government to reform quota allocation via local 
authorities to ensure a sustainable fisheries future for communities and 
biodiversity.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 17, Against 87 
(including 2 proxy votes), Abstentions 11). 
 
The motion, as amended, was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 65 (including 2 proxy 
votes), Against 45, Abstentions 6). 
 
Accordingly, the Parliament resolved— 
 
That the Parliament expresses its deep concern at reports that the UK Labour 
administration may agree a deal on fishing with the EU that enhances access for EU 
fishing vessels to UK waters without consulting the Scottish Government, despite the 
fishing industry being of comparatively greater importance to the Scottish economy 
than to the UK economy as a whole; understands that the reported deal could result 
in a multi-year access guarantee as opposed to annual negotiations between the UK 
and the EU; notes the need for an agreement that delivers improvements for 
Scotland’s fishing communities, including access to the single market for fish and 
seafood and long-term stability for fishing businesses; further notes the poor record 
of successive UK Conservative and Labour administrations in delivering for 
Scotland’s coastal communities; calls on the UK Government to engage with fishing 



 

 

stakeholders and the Scottish Government to ensure that Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement renegotiations reflect the needs and priorities of the Scottish fishing 
industry; further calls on the UK Government to provide multi-annual funding that 
keeps pace with the equivalent EU funding that Scotland would have received as a 
member state, and that all marine funding be devolved; recognises the significant 
economic harm created by Brexit in reducing trade and access to labour for fishing 
businesses, and believes that there should be an annual debate on fisheries to 
highlight its importance to Scotland’s economy. 

 
5. Business Programme: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (Jamie 
Hepburn), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-17377—That the 
Parliament agrees— 
 
(a) the following programme of business— 

Tuesday 6 May 2025 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 

followed by First Minister’s Statement: Programme for Government 2025-26 

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Programme for Government 2025-26 

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 7 May 2025 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Rural Affairs, Land Reform and Islands; Health and 

Social Care 

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Programme for Government: Building the 

Best Future for Scotland 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Approval of SSIs (if required) 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Thursday 8 May 2025 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 



 

 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Questions 

followed by Members’ Business 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Social Justice 

followed by Ministerial Statement: Relationships and Behaviour in Schools 

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Commemorating the 80th Anniversary of 

Victory in Europe (VE) Day 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

Tuesday 13 May 2025 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

6.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 14 May 2025 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Constitution, External Affairs and Culture, and 

Parliamentary Business; Justice and Home Affairs 

followed by Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Approval of SSIs (if required) 

5.10 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Thursday 15 May 2025 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 



 

 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Questions 

followed by Members’ Business 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Education and Skills 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time  

(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions in the week beginning 5 May 2025, in 
rule 13.7.3, after the word “except” the words “to the extent to which the Presiding 
Officer considers that the questions are on the same or similar subject matter or” are 
inserted. 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
6. Stage 1 Timetable: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (Jamie 
Hepburn), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-17378—That the 
Parliament agrees that consideration of the Community Wealth Building (Scotland) 
Bill at stage 1 be completed by 21 November 2025. 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
7. Stage 1 Timetable: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (Jamie 
Hepburn), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-17379—That the 
Parliament agrees that consideration of the Tertiary Education and Training (Funding 
and Governance) (Scotland) Bill at stage 1 be completed by 26 September 2025. 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
8. Stage 1 Timetable: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (Jamie 
Hepburn), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-17380—That the 
Parliament agrees that consideration of the Natural Environment (Scotland) Bill at 
stage 1 be completed by 31 October 2025. 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
9. Stage 1 Timetable: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (Jamie 
Hepburn), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-17381—That the 
Parliament agrees that consideration of the Right to Addiction Recovery (Scotland) 
Bill at stage 1 be completed by 10 October 2025. 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
 
10. Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (Jamie Hepburn), 
on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-17382—That the Parliament 



 

 

agrees that the Environmental Authorisations (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 
2025 [draft] be approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
11. Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (Jamie Hepburn), 
on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-17383—That the Parliament 
agrees that the Social Security Information-sharing (Scotland) Amendment 
Regulations 2025 [draft] be approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
12. Designation of Lead Committee: The Minister for Parliamentary Business 
(Jamie Hepburn), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-17384—That 
the Parliament agrees that the Rural Affairs and Islands Committee be designated as 
the lead committee in consideration of the Greyhound Racing (Offences) (Scotland) 
Bill at stage 1. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
13. Committee Meeting Times: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (Jamie 
Hepburn), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-17415—That the 
Parliament agrees that, under Rule 12.3.3B of Standing Orders, the Education, 
Children and Young People Committee can meet, if necessary, at the same time as 
a meeting of the Parliament from 6.15 pm on Wednesday 30 April 2025. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
14. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 3, 4, 10, 11, 12 and 
13 as noted above. 
 
15. Best Start New Model of Neonatal Care: The Parliament debated S6M-
17186 in the name of Meghan Gallacher—That the Parliament notes the view that it 
is vitally important to ensure that the Best Start new model of neonatal care delivers 
the highest standards of care for the most vulnerable babies, including those in the 
Central Scotland region; further notes the view that implementation of this new 
model must prioritise the safety of babies, be underpinned by adequate and 
sustained funding, including for appropriate staffing levels, and include sufficient 
provision of overnight accommodation for parents on neonatal units; understands the 
view that families require reassurance that changes to services will improve 
outcomes and not compromise access to specialised care, and notes the calls for 
the Scottish Government to provide an update on progress towards implementation 
of the new model of neonatal care and a timescale for when the new model will be 
fully operational, to clarify whether there are any expected changes to the plans, as 
announced by the Minister for Public Health and Women’s Health on 25 July 2023, 
and to set out how it will ensure that what it sees as these essential criteria, including 
provision of overnight accommodation, are met in line with its planned timescale. 
 
The meeting closed at 6.32 pm. 
 



 

 

David McGill 
Clerk of the Parliament 

30 April 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      



 

 

Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Committee Reports 
 
The following report was published on 30 April 2025—  
  

Health, Social Care and Sport Committee, 2nd Report, 2025 (Session 6):  
Stage 1 Report on the Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
(SP Paper 770) 

 
Subordinate Legislation 
 
Affirmative Instruments 
 
The following instruments were laid before the Parliament on 30 April 2025 and are 
subject to the affirmative procedure— 
 
Restitution Fund (Scotland) Order 2025 [draft] 
 laid under section 253B(7) of the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995 
 
Social Security (Miscellaneous Amendment) (Scotland) Regulations 2025 [draft] 
 laid under section 96(2) of the Social Security (Scotland) Act 2018 
 
Other Documents 

The following document was laid before the Parliament on 30 April 2025 and is not 
subject to parliamentary procedure— 
 
Scottish Public Services Ombudsman: Compendium Investigations Reports  
and Report of Discontinued Investigations (SPSO/2025/04) laid under Sections 
15(1) and 15(1A) of the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman Act 2002  
 
Scottish Public Services Ombudsman: Compendium of Case Reports for April 2025 
 
Volume 1 of 4: Investigation Report  
 

• 202309999, Scottish Ambulance Service 
 
Volume 2 of 4: Investigation Report 
 

• 202301375, Forth Valley NHS Board 
 

• 202306732, Glasgow City Health and Social Care Partnership 
 
Volume 3 of 4: Report of Discontinued Investigations PSC 
 
Volume 4 of 4: Report of Discontinued Investigations INWO  
 



 

 

The Scottish Ministers response to the Scottish Commission on Social 
Security Recommendations on the Social Security (Miscellaneous 
Amendment) (Scotland) Regulations 2025 (SG/2025/90) laid before the Scottish 
Parliament under section 97(9)(a) of the Social Security (Scotland) Act 2018 
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